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"No. I did not. Would I, Anna5 do a thing like
that, I ask you?5'
"If you ask me, you would/' said auntie.
"Where else did you get the money?"
"It was the races-------"
"Joseph, you're lying. You took Stephen's
cheque and it was that money you spent on your
Tundice, which is a loss, and on this coat/9
Auntie picked it up and brushed the collar. "This
coat," she repeated, "that now we have got, we
may as well take care of. Then Stephen wrote that
he wanted to marry Rosa/* And forgetting that
father was the villain she told him the whole story.
"You say he wrote in a letter that he wanted her
to marry him?" asked father thoughtfully.
"He did indeed."
"Has she kept that letter?"
"Has she ever parted with it? All his notes,
every little thing she keeps/*
"Tell her to bring them to me."
"Father is very angry with Stephen/5 said
auntie, going in to Rosa where she was lying on
the bed,
"Father is angry?" said Rosa. "That's funny!"
"He wants to see the letters, Rosa. Let me
show them to him."
"Show him my letters! Show them to that
lying old thief!"
"He is your father, Rosa," said auntie patiently.
"I think you should show him your letters when
he tells you. None of you children treat your
father properly."